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NORTH AMERICA 

The Arctic Prairies. A Canoe -Journey of 2,oco Miles in Search ,of the 
Caribou; being the Account of a Voyage to the Region North of Aylmer Lake. 
By Ernest Thompson Seton. xvi and 415 pp. Ills, and index. Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, New York, 1911. $2. 9x6. 

Setpn's trip was on the Athabasca R., and the book is a detailed description 
of the plant, animal and human life along the river. The farthest north of the 
journey was Lake Aylmer in 64° N. Lat. The explorer planned to see the 
caribou migration, to prove the abundance of this animal, to explore and map 
Lake Aylmer, which Back had roughly sketched, and to reach the land of the 
musk-ox; in all these points he was successful. A large number of observations 
are recorded in pen sketches and text of the animal and plant life. Most of 
the book is a narrative of the journey, but in the appendixes are records of the 
natural vegetable growth of the country, a brief account of the soil and climate, 
results of the little cultivation attempted, a summary of observations of the 
buffalo and yak, lists of the insects and notes on plants, mammals and birds. 
The book is recommended as a source of information as well as of enjoyment. 

R. M. Brown. 
The Leading Facts of New Mexican History. By Ralph Emerson 
Twitchell. Vol. 1. xx and 506 pp. Maps,* ills., index. The Torch Press, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 1911. $6. 10 x t>}4- 

To judge by its first volume this work deserves a prominent place among 
important contributions to our knowledge of the Southwest. Beginning with the 
earliest known period of man in New Mexico, the author brings out compactly 
the salient features of New Mexican archaeology. Due recognition is given to 
the great role played by physiographic and geographic factors as determinants 
of the proto-historic civilizations which flourished long before the advent of the 
Conquistadores, and an important place is assigned to the hydrographic factor. 
The map on page 5 shows clearly how human life was able to thrive in the 
heart of valleys still in the stage of fluvial erosion. Other physical determinants 
have not been taken up with much detail, but the reader will be able to make 
more than one important deduction in this field, thanks to concise descriptions of 
the various modes of life. 

The transition to Spanish times is marked by a marvelous feat in American 
exploration — the transcontinental trip undertaken by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de 
Vaca and his companions, with which the second chapter begins. From Mr. 
TwitchelPs map it appears that New Mexican territory was traversed from its 
modern eastern frontier to a point near the western state line and not far from 



* Listed under " New Mexico, 1 ' '' United States-Mexico " on p. 316, and under "Historical " on p. 320. 
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